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member of the family goes to his Brahman or Nayar landlord, from whom he receives some milk, which is sprinkled over the woman and her infant. She can then come to the verandah of her home, and remains there for live* days, when she is purified by bathing. The temporary hut is burnt down.
The dead arc* buried, and the: corpse, after bcino- laid in the grave, is covered with a mat,
Tlu% Puraiyas are engaged in the manufacture of wicker baskets, bamboo mats, and cad Jan. umbrellas. They also take part in all kinds of agricultural work, and, wh<Mi ploughing, will not use, buffaloes, which are regarded as unclean beasts, the: touch of which necessitates a ceremonial ablution.
Many Paraiyans become converts to Christianity, and thereby receive a rise* in the social scale, and ;i freedom from the disabilities under which their lowly position in the social scale places them.
In 1829 several natives of Malabar were charged with having proceeded, in company with a Paraiyan, to the house of a pregnant woman, who was beaten and other-wist* ill-treated, and with having taken the foetus out of her uterus, and introduced in lieu thereof the skin of a calf and an earthen pot. The prisoners confessed before the police, but were acquitted, mainly on the ground that the earthen pot was of a size which rendered it impossible to credit its introduction during life.
In 183.) the inhabitants of several villages in Malabar attacked a villager of Paraiyans on the alleged ground that deaths of people and cattle, and the protracted labour of a woman in childbed, had been caused by the practice of sorcery by tint Paraiyans. They were beaten inhumanely, with their hands tied behind their backs, so that several died. The villagers were driven, bound, into